converted to delight and meet with a glorious and happy
reward. Thus having recovered my vigour of mind, I,
with the utmost strength of body and of purse, though
indeed I had but little money left, began to purchase
several loads of pine-wood from the pine-grove of the
Serristori, hard by Monte Lupo ; and while I was waiting
for it, I covered my Perseus with the earth which I had
prepared several months beforehand, that it might have
its proper seasoning. After I had made its coat of earth,
(for the technical term in our business is coat\ covered it
well and bound it properly with irons, I began by means
of a slow fire to draw off the wax, which melted away by
many vent holes; for the more of these are made, the
better the moulds are filled. When I had entirely stripped
off the wax, I made a sort of fence round my Perseus,
that is, round the mould above-mentioned, of bricks,
piling them one upon another, and leaving several vacui-
ties for the fire to exhale at. I next began to put on the
wood, and kept a constant fire for two days and two nights,
till the wax being quite off, and the mould well baked,
I all on a sudden began to dig a hole to bury my mould
in, and observed all those fine methods of proceeding that
are prescribed by our art. When I had completely dug
the hole, I took my mould, and by means of levers and
good strong cables, directed it with care and suspended
it a cubit above the level of the furnace, so that it hung
exactly in the middle of the hole. I then let it gently down
to the very bottom of the furnace and placed it with all
the care and exactness I possibly could. After I had
finished this part of my task, I began to make a covering
of the very earth I had taken off, and in proportion as
I raised the earth, I made vents for it, which are a sort
of tubes of baked earth, generally used for conduits, and
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